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Thank you to our funders

Registered Business Address: 
Carmichael House, 4-7 North Brunswick Street, Dublin 7, D07 RHA8

| Company Registration Number: 673918 | Charity Registration Number:
20206074 | CHY No: CHY22890 |



A.S.S.C. Stakeholders
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Thank you to all the agencies who referred to A.S.S.C. in 2025
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Chairpersons Statement

It is my privilege to present the A.S.S.C. 2025 Impact Report, reflecting a year of
significant growth, development and impact for the children and young people
we support. In 2025, A.S.S.C. supported 209 children and young people,
representing a remarkable increase over recent years, and delivered 351
accompaniments nationwide. 

Our services continue to expand in both reach and depth. This year saw
increased activity across forensic and court accompaniment, alongside the
expansion of services into new regions and additional locations such as Cork.
Volunteers remain central to our work, delivering 87% of all accompaniments
and contributing over 1,700 hours of support to children, young people and
their families. 
A.S.S.C. has continued its commitment to ongoing training and comprehensive
team support, ensuring staff and volunteers are equipped to deliver trauma-
informed care. In 2025, this included structured training programmes, clinical
supervision, peer support, and over 1,200 hours of team support and
professional development.

I would like to sincerely thank our funders for their continued investment and
trust in our mission. My gratitude also extends to our dedicated staff,
volunteers and Board members whose commitment and professionalism make
this work possible every day. Finally, we acknowledge and thank the children,
young people and families who place their trust in A.S.S.C.—your courage
inspires everything we do.

6

Chairperson 
Eve Farrelly,



Directors Welcome
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On behalf of both Co-Executive Directors, we are delighted to present A.S.S.C.
2025 Impact Report. As we reflect on the last year, we want to take this
opportunity to express our heartfelt gratitude, to our Staff, Volunteers,
Stakeholders and Funders, for their ongoing commitment and service
engagement throughout 2025. You all played a pivotal role in driving
A.S.S.C.’s vision forward.

Together we have navigated a year of unprecedented change and growth,
which is reflected within this Impact Report. This is a direct result of working
from a client centred approach and a commitment to excellence.  

Once again, thank you all, for your commitment and passion for supporting
children and young people, who are victims of crime and working towards a
zero tolerance of Domestic Sexual Gender Based Violence.

Lynette BradshawGrace Jordan

Co-Executive Director, 
Service Delivery & Development 

Co-Executive Director, 
Finance & Governance 
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Our Values

A child-centred and client-led
approach, facilitating a 

culture of transparent
communication 

throughout the charity, always
keeping the child front and centre. 

A.S.S.C.’s Commitment

A.S.S.C’s commitment is to provide children, young people and their
families with accompaniment, support and advocacy, giving them a voice

to exercise their rights as they 
move through the Criminal Justice System.

A.S.S.C. Services 

Forensic 

Accompaniment

Support 

& 

Advocacy

Our Vision

About A.S.S.C.

A child-friendly justice system
that supports 

and gives a voice to all child
victims and witnesses of crime,

whilst also supporting their 
families.

Court 

Accompaniment

9

Accompaniment Support Services for Children (A.S.S.C.) is a charity that
provides accompaniment and ongoing support to all child victims and
witnesses of crime as they navigate the Criminal Justice System in
Ireland.

Support for children / young people and their families when
they attend for forensic / medical examination.

Phone support for family members and caregivers provided
throughout the criminal justice processes.  

Support for children / young people and their families when
they are preparing to testify at court. 
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Activities and Impact
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“I would like to thank A.S.S.C. for all their help and support in
the last year... I feel the support I got was above and

beyond....”

A.S.S.C. Family Member



Individual children &
young people

supported through
accompaniments in

2025. 

A.S.S.C. has seen exceptional
growth, reporting a 

100% 
increase in individuals 

 supported from the previous
year to 2025.

A.S.S.C. volunteers dedicated 
1744 hours 

of their time, 
making A.S.S.C. services 

expansion possible. 

A.S.S.C.’s Impact in 2025 

209
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A.S.S.C. provided 
351

Accompaniments 
Nationwide

in 2025

A.S.S.C. saw an 
83% 

increase in
accompaniment support in

the past 12 months.

87% of total nationwide
accompaniments were

supported by A.S.S.C.
volunteers in 2025.

87%

136 individual family
members and caregivers

were referred into Support &
Advocacy. This is a 50%
increase in the past 12

months.

50%   

children 
supported 

increase



A.S.S.C. Growth Over Time 2023 - 2025
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increase in individual
children and young
people supported 

From 2023 to 2025, A.S.S.C. has seen significant growth, expanded national reach,
increased volunteer capacity, and enhanced support for children, young people, and
families navigating the Criminal Justice System (CJS). 

Below presents the percentage increases from 2023 - 2025.

 
increase in forensic
accompaniments

increase in court
accompaniments

increase in Support &
Advocacy referrals

increase in volunteers
hours worked

Thank you for supporting me
throughout the case.. 
I felt really seen and

supported... I really appreciate
everything....

increase in Support & Advocacy
Communications

increase in court referrals

Young Person

Two Year Review of A.S.S.C.’s Service Expansion

267% 
200% 

105% 

127% 

189% 

175% 

162% 



Individual Children & Young
People Supported in 2025

Individual children & young people supported
through accompaniments. 209

Demographics of Children & Young People Supported in 2025
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A.S.S.C. Impact on Individual Children & Young People Supported in 2025

 Female
45
 Male

164

aged 13 years or under

aged 14 years or over

94 (45%)

107 (51%)

aged 18 years or over8 (4%)

A.S.S.C. Family Member

“Thank you so much, we couldn’t have got through this
without you..... the support was fantastic, I didn’t know

how much we needed you there, until we went through
it.”



Nationwide Accompaniments 2025 

Forensic Accompaniment 
A.S.S.C. provided 143 forensic accompaniments in 2025. This
is a volunteer-led service. A.S.S.C. volunteers support
families, when a child or young person attends the unit for
a forensic / medical examination. The volunteers who
provide this accompaniment service are trauma-informed
trained. 

351

Total 
Nationwide

Accompaniments

 

143 Forensic
Accompaniments

 
208 Court 

Accompaniments

14

143

208
Court Accompaniment 
A.S.S.C. provided 208 court accompaniments in 2025. This is
a nationwide service. This specialised accompaniment
service is available to all children & young people who are
victims of crime and/or a witness to crime. It is provided by
A.S.S.C. staff and volunteers who are trauma-informed
trained.



 Court Pre-trial Meetings 
Specialised support for children / young people and families preparing
to attend a courthouse for a trial.

Number and Types of Accompaniments
2025

Court DVD Accompaniments

Specialised support provided to children / young people when viewing
their specialist Interview DVD.

Court Trial Accompaniments
Specialised support for children / young people and their 
families when called to give evidence.

Court Sentencing Accompaniments

Specialised support for children / young people and families who are
attending for sentencing, post conviction.

21

45

134

15

“The volunteer was absolutely fantastic and a great support
to both myself and my daughter on the day.... She really took

the worry away.”

A.S.S.C. Family Member

143
Forensic Accompaniments
Specialised support provided to children / young people when attending
a forensic unit for forensic / medical examination.

8



143

143

123%

64

Forensic Accompaniment Locations 

Accompaniment Locations 2025 

16A.S.S.C. Family Member

Sexual Assault
Treatment 

Unit (SATU), Rotunda,
Co. Dublin

Child Adolescent Sexual
Assault 

Treatment Services (CASATS), 
Co-located in Barnahus West, 

Co. Galway

Cork Sexual Assault Treatment 
Unit (SATU), South

 Infirmary-Victoria University 
Hospital, Co. Cork. (New in

2025)

Court Accompaniment Locations 

Court Accompaniment 
is provided nationwide 

“You have been such a great support, thank you very much.”



Accompaniment Growth 2025

 Forensic Accompaniment Expansion 

78

17

In January 2025, A.S.S.C. expanded into the Cork SATU located
in The South Infirmary-Victoria University Hospital. A.S.S.C.
supported 14 young people (14 - 18 years old) in its first year. 
Please click the link to for further information: SATU website

 Court Accompaniment 
Expansion 

A.S.S.C. provided accompaniment in 6
new regions in 2025: Galway,
Westmeath, Carlow, Kilkenny,
Donegal & Offaly.  

 Referrals into 
Court Accompaniment

in 2025. 

of referrals 
in 2025 

were from 
An Garda Síochána

 Court Referrals 2025

72% 

(up from 45 referrals in 2024)

https://www.sivuh.ie/departments/sexualassaulttreatmentunit.html


This support is provided through ongoing phone support. A.S.S.C. Support and
Advocacy Officers work with the family members and caregivers through a
child-centred client-led lens throughout their time within the Crimial Justice
System. 
A.S.S.C. has three defined pathways of support.

26.

A.S.S.C. Support & Advocacy 
Service Pathways

Criminal Justice

Support & Advocacy 

Provided to the
caregiver supporting
the child / young
person after
attending for a
forensic / medical
examination. 

Forensic Support 

& Advocacy 

  Breakdown of Individual Family Members and Caregivers as per Service

Pathway in 2025

Court Support 

& Advocacy 

Provided to the
caregiver supporting a
child / young person
negotiating the
Criminal Justice
process, i.e. before or
after a decision to
prosecute by the
Director of Public
Prosecution (DPP) 
 

Provided to the
caregiver
supporting a child
/ young person
who is testifying as
a
victim or witness to
a crime.

Individual Family
Members and

Caregivers supported
through Forensic

Support & Advocacy

54

18

9

9
Individual Family

Members and
Caregivers

supported through
Criminal Justice

Support &
Advocacy

73
Individual Family

Members and
Caregivers

supported through
Court Support &

Advocacy



“My Support & Advocacy Officer is good person who is always
at the end of the phone when I need her... I will always be

grateful for her ongoing support. It means a lot to me” 

Support & Advocacy Impact 2025 

64

19A.S.S.C. Family Member

136 individual family members and caregivers 
referred into Support & Advocacy in 2025.

Support & Advocacy Communications in 2025 

A total of 9128 communications were recorded in 2025.

Forensic Support & Advocacy 

Criminal Justice Support & Advocacy 

Court Support & Advocacy 

Breakdown of Total Recorded Communications in 2025 

2688

370

6070



Barnahus West, is a leading European model, for a child friendly multi -disciplinary
approach, responding to Child Sexual Violence, under one roof. Barnahus, brings
together Tusla, An Garda Síochána, Therapeutic Services and other relevant
agencies, to ensure overall better outcomes for the child and their families.
Barnahus West is based in Galway and services, Northwest, West & Midwest
regions of Ireland. 

A pilot role, A.S.S.C. Youth Advocate, was established within Barnahus West in 2023.
To provide support and to ensure the voice of the child is heard. The A.S.S.C. Youth
Advocate also provides support & guidance to the child and family, though the
different service pathways.

A.S.S.C. Youth
Advocate
Barnahus West 

Youth Advocate Impact 2025

Total children & young people referred28

22 Total family members supported

Total communications

616
20

680

Total meetings



SECTION 4 

Impact of the
Criminal Justice

System
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“There is a huge gap in preparation for what to expect when
giving evidence in a criminal proceeding. Showing a child or

young person a courtroom is not enough”

An Garda Síochána



Date of
report made

to Gardaí
Case Outcome

Reported

A.S.S.C. records the duration of each child's journey through the Criminal Justice
System, from the initial report to An Garda Síochána through to the trial outcome.
This data is based on children and young people supported by A.S.S.C. in 2025
within the Circuit and Central Criminal Court jurisdictions.

The average time spent in the Criminal Justice System in 2025 was 2.9 years,
representing a reduction from 3.6 years in 2024.

31.

Impact of the Criminal
Justice System on Children,
Young People & Families 

years
2.9

A.S.S.C. welcomes and is a signatory to the “Protocol to Expedite Rape and Murder
Cases Involving Victims and Defendants Under 18 Years of Age”. 

The protocol was launched in February 2025. Its aim is to reduce time in the
justice system for under 18 year olds and to conclude cases in a 53 week
timeframe.

A.S.S.C. is committed to working with all signatories to work towards this goal.

Case Timeline 

22



Case Timeline 2025

Circuit and Central Criminal Court Cases

Shortest Concluded Case 

Longest Concluded Case 

Longest Time a Case is Still Open

9 months

6 years

6 years

A.S.S.C. recorded the shortest and longest concluded cases,
as well as the longest time a case is still open in 2025.

District Court Cases

Shortest Concluded Case 

Longest Concluded Case 

1 year

4 years

Average Time for District Cases 1.7 years

23

“The volunteer was so kind and helpful, a great lady, and I am
so grateful for everything”

A.S.S.C. Family Member



36% Found Guilty

This is when the accused is found guilty.

Impact: child and family waits for
sentencing hearing.

Trial Outcomes 2025

27% Guilty Plea

This is when the accused pleads guilty.

Impact: the child does not need to
testify and goes straight to sentencing.

12% Acquittal

This is when the jury finds the accused
not guilty.

Impact: the child and family coming to
terms with the verdict and leaving the

Criminal Justice System.

15% Trials Dismissed
 

This is when the trial collapses, due to the
court deciding to end the trial before a

verdict is reached. 

Impact: Possibility of a re-trial, leading to
more delays. 

 
of trials led to a conviction where the

child and family had the opportunity to
provide a 

Victim Impact Statement.

10% Hung Jury

This when the jury cannot decide on a
verdict. 

Impact: Possibility of a re-trial, which
means the child will need to go through

the process again. 

In 2025, A.S.S.C. recorded trial outcomes of 33 cases that were heard within the
Central Criminal and Circuit Courts. The child’s journey does not end with the
trials outcome, and the impacts can differ for families. A.S.S.C. supports the
child / young people and families towards a healing journey, which is deeply
personal for them.

24

 Impact on Children, Young People and Families

Below presents the type of outcome, an explanation and the impact of each.  

63%
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A.S.S.C. recorded the demographics 56 accused individuals in 2025. 

Accused Demographics 2025

8

1

1

2

1

1

1

8

1

Age Category &
Gender 

Adult Female

Minor Male

Minor Female

41

3

12

0

A.S.S.C. recorded the relationship of the child or young person with the accused.

In 2025, the accused were predominantly adult males who were 
also know to the child or young person.

Relationship of the Accused with the Child or Young Person 

0 10 20 30 40 50

Intrafamilial (within their family)

Extrafamilial (outside of their family)

Known to them

Unknown to them

37

19

25

47

9

Adult Male

Number of
Accused 

The table below represents the number of accused broken down by age
category (adult vs minor) and their genders. 
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Team Impact and
Development 
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“This is a great service, much needed and has 
the potential to make a real difference in the lives of very

vulnerable children and families.”

External Stakeholder



A.S.S.C. volunteers provided 307 accompaniments out of the 351 total provided in
2025. 

A.S.S.C. Volunteers

of total accompaniments were supported by A.S.S.C.
volunteers in 2025.87%

164 Court 
Accompaniments 143 Forensic 

Accompaniments 

27

This was the time spent
by A.S.S.C. volunteers
providing direct support
to children, young people
and families.

1744
hours

A.S.S.C. recruited 39 new
volunteers in 2025. There are
currently:

80
Total Volunteers

Nationwide

A.S.S.C. volunteers have travelled to 17 counties across the Republic of Ireland to
provide support to children, young people and families since A.S.S.C. began in 2021.

Regions covered by A.S.S.C. Volunteers 

A big thank you to all of our volunteers for
the time they provided to support children,

young people and families. 

These accompaniments consisted of:



A.S.S.C. 
is a 

Trauma Informed Organisation

The A.S.S.C. team (staff and volunteers) are provided with training and trauma
informed support each year. This ongoing training and support, whilst working in
trauma, is essential to ensure the teams overall wellbeing, self-care and
professional development. This ensures the appropriate care and support is
provided to children, young people and their families as they move through the
Criminal Justice System. 

A.S.S.C. Team Development 2025

28

Men’s Aid / Domestic
Violence 

Pre Trial Meeting
Training  

Intermediary
Service
Training

  New volunteer
training

Team Training 2025

Trauma Informed
Training

CARI training

Women’s Aid training  Relational Debriefing
Training

Youth offender
training



A.S.S.C. Team Development 2025
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Continuing Professional Development (CPD)

 132 hours were spent on team support in 2025, including: 

Team Support

Volunteer Training 

Team Debriefs

Clinical
Supervision  

Volunteer Group
Supervision

  Peer Support
Meetings

1246 hours 617 hours 

Provided to staff and volunteers following 
client support.

Group supervision sessions for A.S.S.C. volunteers 
to discuss the impact of the work.

Peer to peer team sessions for staff to touch 
base and discuss their work.

A safe space for clinical staff to discuss the 
impact of the work.

Staff Training 
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Please see link to full set of audited financial statements 2025 on A.S.S.C. website:
https://assc.ie/about/assc-reports/

Directors

 Member 

Position

Board Members 

Appointed

Appointed Attendance

Attendance

Attendance

Ms. Lynette Bradshaw

Ms. Grace Jordan
Co-Executive Director, Finance & Governance 
Co-Executive Director, Service Delivery & Development

DSGBV Trustee

Financial Trustee

Volunteer Administrator

 Executive Director

2020

2021

2021 

2021 

2022 

2024 

8/8

5/8

6/8

7/8

5/8

6/8

8/8
7/8

Board Meeting Attendance for 2025

Audit & Risk Committee (ARC) Attendance for 2025

Ms Gillian Mc Namee

Ms. Sheila Gallagher

Ms. Irene Dehaene

Ms Lynette Bradshaw

Mr. Kieran Kenny

Board Meeting and Committee

Attendance 2025 

Ms. Eve Farrelly 
Ms. Gillian Mc Namee 
Mr. Michael Lynch 
Ms. Sheila Gallagher
Mr. Kieran Kenny
Ms. Susan Whelan
Ms. Rebecca Coen

Position

Chairperson
DSGBV Trustee
Child Safeguarding Trustee
Financial Trustee
Justice Trustee
Company Secretary
Legal Trustee

2024
2022

Position

2021 

4/4

4/4

3/4

4/4

2024 8/8

2021 

 Justice Trustee 2023 4/4
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https://assc.ie/about/assc-reports/
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